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SCIENCE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION OF WA - ANNUAL TALENT SEARCH AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [2.18 pm]:  On Saturday afternoon I 
had the privilege of presenting some of the state’s brightest young students with the Science Teachers 
Association of Western Australia’s annual talent search awards.  Students from all over the state participated in 
the competition, which, remarkably, has been held for the past 48 years - a terrific accomplishment for science 
teachers over several generations. 

While the innovation and inventiveness of dozens of students was on display among the winners of the 
individual categories, the overall winners were certainly impressive young men and women.  Twelve-year-old 
Ryan Walker from Padbury Catholic Primary School won the primary school section for his invention of the 
“Arthro-Hook”, a device designed to help arthritis sufferers to pull zippers up.  The idea for the hook came after 
Ryan watched his mother, who suffers from rheumatoid arthritis, struggle with zippers for many years.  I spoke 
to Ryan’s mother after the ceremony and she said the hook really works and helps her, which is fantastic. 

The secondary school category was won by 15-year-old Arie Wilsher and 14-year-old Anatol Pitt from Albany 
Senior High School for their project on the marine ecosystem in the Princess Royal and Oyster Harbours.  They 
investigated how eutrophication affects copepod numbers in the harbours.  The boys explained their work and 
their findings at the ceremony and they are certainly a credit to their parents, their school and their science 
teacher, Tracy Brothers.  For the past six years Tracy has been in charge of the school’s marine science program 
for talented and gifted children, which investigates juvenile fish stocks in the harbours in conjunction with Edith 
Cowan University, the Water and Rivers Commission and the Department of Fisheries.  Several of Tracy’s other 
students won awards in the various other categories of the science talent search.  Torrin Rowe, Tiarna Peppal and 
Simon Gillett, of year 8, were joint winners of the lower secondary investigation category for their project on 
antifouling paint.  Alexis Drygan and Shannon Koster, also of year 8, were joint winners of the lower secondary 
investigation category for their project on the effect of antifouling paint on copepods.  
 


